
Story Tone 
 

Adventurous - Bold, daring, and filled with exploration  

Example: A thrilling quest to find a legendary treasure hidden in the 
wilderness. 

 

Angry - Mad 

Example: A story about a student who learns that a friend won’t be inviting 
them to a birthday party. 

 

Bittersweet - Combining happiness and sadness in one story 

Example: A story about friends who have a party to celebrate the end of 
their summer adventures. 

 

Compassionate - Empathetic, caring, and showing concern for others  

Example: A heartwarming tale about a person helping those in need. 

 

Cynical - Distrustful, pessimistic, and skeptical of human motives 

Example: A story where the protagonist has a cynical view of the world 
around them. 

 

Dreamy - Fanciful, and evoking a sense of imagination 

Example: A story where the protagonist embarks on a journey through a 
magical realm. 

 

Eerie - Unsettling, creepy, and producing an atmosphere of unease 

Example: A ghost story set in a deserted, haunted mansion. 
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Exciting - Thrilling, exhilarating, and full of excitement 

Example: An action-packed adventure with daring escapades. 

 

Exhilarating - Energetic, invigorating, and generating intense excitement 
Example: An adrenaline-pumping story of a high-speed car chase. 

 

Frightening - Scary, terrifying, and inducing fear 

Example: A spine-chilling horror story with ghosts. 

 

Gloomy - Dark, dreary, and filled with a sense of foreboding  

Example: A story set in a haunted mansion on a stormy night. 

 

Hopeless - Despairing, bleak, and lacking optimism 

Example: A story where survival seems impossible. 

 

Humble - Modest, unassuming, and showing a lack of arrogance 

Example: A humble protagonist who quietly achieves great deeds without 
looking for a reward. 

 

Humorous - Funny, amusing, and filled with laughter 

Example: A funny story about the misadventures of a clumsy but endearing 
protagonist. 

 

Joyful - Cheerful, happy, and full of delight 

Example: A story about a group of friends spending a fun day at an 
amusement park. 
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Lighthearted - Carefree, easygoing, and filled with a sense of humor 

Example: A light-hearted comedy about the misadventures of a quirky 
family. 

 

Melancholic - Gloomy, wistful, and tinged with sadness 

Example: A story about a person reflecting on happy memories of the past. 

 

Melodramatic - Overly emotional and exaggerated 

Example: A story with dramatic confrontations and plot twists. 

 

Mysterious – Puzzling and filled with suspense 

Example: An eerie tale featuring a haunted house and unexplained 
occurrences 

 

Nostalgic – Sentimental and evoking memories of the past 

Example: A story about a family’s cherished traditions during the holidays 

 

Optimistic - Hopeful, positive, and expecting a favorable outcome 

Example: A tale of a young person overcoming obstacles to achieve their 
dreams. 

 

Peaceful – Calm and tranquil 

Example: A narrative about spending a calm day by a lake. 

 

Reflective – Thoughtful  

Example: A story where the protagonist looks back on their life and learns 
from their experiences. 
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Sad – Depressed and sorrowful  

Example: A narrative about a character dealing with the loss of a loved one. 

 

Serious – Grave and solemn  

Example: A thought-provoking story looking at an animal that will soon be 
extinct. 

 

Suspenseful - Tense, anxious, and creating anticipation 

Example: A thriller with a series of unexpected twists and turns. 

 

Tense – Nervous and creating a feeling of unease.  

Example: A crime thriller with a detective trying to find a criminal. 

 

Triumphant – Celebratory and victorious 

Example: A story about an underdog sports team winning a championship. 

 

Vengeful - Seeking revenge wanting to get even 

Example: A story centered around a character plotting vengeance against 
their enemies. 

 

Whimsical - Playful, fantastical, and imaginative 

Example: A story featuring talking animals and magical adventures. 
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